
Curb to Cupola
Details of the New Urbanism

uvwxvwz

CNU XV
Philadelphia
07 May 17

Stephen A. Mouzon, AIA CNU LEED
The New Urban Guild
Miami Beach, Florida, USA





Don’t Do

The Toggle Switch



What Is A Living 
Tradition?

* Inspiration

* Resonance

* Repetition

* Adoption



“This is how we build here”











Bench Rail Dormer Bar



Unmodified By Owner



























Don’t Do

1 ~ Simplicity of Massing
* The root of nearly all traditional architectural massing is simplicity. 

Go back to the buildings that are the foundation of almost any style, 
and you will find a simple volume, or an assembly of simple volumes.



Don’t Do

4 ~ Symmetry of the Face
* Almost all traditional architecture reflects the bilateral 

symmetry of the human face in some way at the face, or entry, of 
the building. Most machine-based architecture is faceless.



Don’t Do

6 ~ Cap, Shaft & Base
* Nearly every element of traditional architecture reflects the 

head/body/feet (or cap/shaft/base) arrangement of the human 
body.



Don’t Do

8 ~ Number of Materials
* No more than two wall materials should be visible on any exterior 

wall, not counting the foundation wall or piers.



Don’t Do

10 ~ Stone Veneer Wall Matl.
* Natural stone should be laid with the stones horizontal.



Don’t Do

16 ~ Masonry Veneer Walls
* Masonry veneer walls should be detailed exactly as masonry 

bearing walls, especially at openings.



Don’t Do

25 ~ Bay Jamb Material
* Bay window jambs should be trimmed with a single vertical jamb 

casing that extends from the window sash to the corner of the bay.



Don’t Do

26 ~ Brick Mold
* Brick mold should usually be much wider than the 2” shape that is 

commonly used.



Don’t Do

35 ~ Shutter Principles
* Shutters should be exactly one-half the width of the sash they are 

covering. All shutters should be installed with hinges and dogs. 
Shutters should be louvered, paneled, or constructed of boards as 
appropriate to the style of the building.



Don’t Do

44 ~ Sill Casing
* The sill should act as a visual base to a window. Casing should never 

be picture framed at the sill.



Don’t Do

45 ~ Column Mat./Proportions
* Columns should be built of materials that encourage proper 

column designs. This certainly does not include extruded 
aluminum. Classical columns should be built to classical 
proportions, which are not found in “house columns.”



Don’t Do

61 ~ Eave Return Cap Material
* The eave return cap should be built of continuous, un-seamed 

metal flashing.



Don’t Do

68 ~ Gutters & Downspouts
* Exposed gutters should be half-round, although ogee gutters may 

be used in rare instances where they are detailed correctly. 
Downspouts should be round in all cases.



Don’t Do

80 ~ Skylights
* Skylights are the most inefficient of glazing, admitting the most heat 

in summer and the least in winter. They are also notoriously leak-
prone and should be avoided wherever possible. Where they must 
occur, they should be flat.




